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Astakan,

I trust that this missive reached you without incident. How convenient that the bright gates of Admundfort now open for lacedon couri-
ers. I smile as I write this, thinking of how the paladins of an earlier age might work themselves into a frenzy of indignation upon the dis-
covery of a single undead creature within their walls. Now, the city crawls with them. Soon, the influence of the great and powerful Iuz,
Lord of the Middle Lands, will spread south to Greyhawk, and from there, our conquest will be simplicity itself. As I've told you before,
the Selintan River holds the key to the whole of the central Flanaess. The power that controls the trade flowing from north to south
will, in time, command its neighbors through sheer economic force it by nothing else. It's a testament to the laziness and comfort of
Greyhawk's fattened rulers that the free city hasn't truly realized this throughout its long history.

But that is neither here nor there, and the fools will soon know their folly when the "gem" of the Flanaess floats upon streets
filled with blood.

I must apologize for taking such swift leave of you two months ago. I had looked forward to recounting our past victories in
Molag, under the wise rulership of Barrat Roshan. Unfortunately, the loose-lipped among my crew managed to tell the wrong people
about my current plans, and before I could meet with you my crew was "joined" by an unwanted "assistant" who I am told was sent to
me by the Old One himself (though I frankly don't believe that to be true). I've been watching my ship's forecastle, where the creature
lairs, for weeks, now.

The tonguewags who betrayed my mission have been dealt with. I killed my entire crew a week out of Admundfort and ani-
mated the lot of them. They're far more reliable this way, as they've lost the ambition to do anything but serve. If only all problems were
solved so easily! I wish you were here to see what the least trustworthy among my crew now endure in the ship's hold, but suffice it to say
their tortures are eternal (or, at any rate, will last until I tire of them, which shan't be for a long time indeed). 

As for my mission? Do you recall the plain metal triangle that Roshan discovered in the vaults of the Hall of Dread after
the siege of Molag during the Festival of the Blood Moon? I've since learned that the item is one of eight extremely valuable magical
artifacts called the "Octychs," which together serve to open some sort of magical gate that leads to unimaginable power. Roshan believes
he knows how to activate the Octychs, but he won't tell me anything more. I sense that he doesn't trust me, that be believes I'd sell him
out in an instant if I knew the item's true power. He's wrong, you know. I respect Roshan more than anyone save yourself, and would-
n't think of hurting him unless I might be asked to join the Boneheart or the like by cutting out his heart (but which of us would not
betray the other when offered such rich rewards, I ask?). No, instead I've determined to find an Octych for myself and to present it to
Roshan at the upcoming Revelation in Ichor. 

I know you are a great collector of books. Do you have a copy of the Poems of Thalac Jiwo? My research has suggested that
the prophetic poet wrote a poem that obliquely references the Octychs, and I'd very much like to peruse a copy of it. If you (or someone
appointed by you) could bring a copy to Molag on the eve of the Revelation, I'd greatly appreciate it and would reward you richly for
your time. I don't believe Roshan knows about the poem, so I hope to curry favor by presenting it to him. I will, of course, credit your
role in providing the book to me.

It's been far too long since we last saw each other. If everything goes according to my plans, I'll be performing one of my infa-
mous surgeries within the hour (and upon a Brother of the Scarlet Sign, no less!). I shall use the special scalpel you gave me so long ago,
and will think happy thoughts of you as I begin my beautiful work.

Until the Revelation, then.

--Renkus
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Questions for Ramel Kem (remember to divide the brain into four EQUAL parts)!

1. How long have you been with the Scarlet Brotherhood?

2. Who is your contact in the City of Greyhawk?

3. Did you retrieve an Octych in your journey?

4.  Where are the other Octychs?

5.  What do the Octychs do?

6.  Who killed you?

7.  Why were you killed?

8.  Who made the Octychs?

9.  Who knows the most about the Octychs?

10.  Who in Iuz's organization is a plant for your pathetic organization?
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